STUDIES  IN   A  DYING   CULTURE
Federation of States, the League, becomes part of the
bourgeois illusion, and the nations arm themselves still
more heavily.
Could not Russia, as a proletarian State, furnish the
equivalent in the international sphere of the exploited
class, and force the independent bourgeois States to
unite and crash her ? This was the Trotsky nightmare,
from which it followed that Socialism could not be
established anywhere without a world revolution. But
this theory overlooked the fact that Soviet Russia is not
an exploited State. An exploited class, in a bourgeois
State, is a class held up to ransom by the bourgeois,
who hold the means of production in their hands. It
is a case of; * Work for us or die/ Such a situation
can only be maintained by moral and physical coercion
and therefore bourgeois * rights * have to be maintained
in tins way perpetually; otherwise men would not
naturally tolerate a situation where their very means of
livelihood were in another's hands and could be only
secured if they generated profit for that other. But in
Russia this dass has expropriated their expropriators-
It is not a case of working for other bourgeois States or
dying; the Russian workers are their own masters.
Moreover, unlike other bourgeois States, there are
TO internal contradictions in their economy (accumula-
tion of capital) forcing them to seek new fields of
exploitation.
Russk appears, therefore, in the world arena, to the
feomgeois Stales, not as an exploited dass inherently
cbnge*oi3s bet as an ordinary internally ordered coercive
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